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The Gestapo arrested him several times and interrogated him on charges of irregularities and
of favoring Jews. However, Schindler would not desist. In 1943, at the invitation of the
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, he undertook a highly risky journey
toBudapest, where he met with two representatives of Hungarian Jewry. He reported to them
about the desperate plight of the Jews in Poland and discussed possible ways of relief. In
March 1943, the Krakow ghetto was being liquidated, and all the remaining Jews were being
moved to the forced-labor camp of Plaszow, outside Krakow. Schindler prevailed upon SS-
Haupsturmfihrer Amon Goeth, the brutal camp commandant and a personal drinking
companion, to allow him to set up a special sub-camp for his own Jewish workers at the factory
site in Zablocie. There he was better able to keep the Jews under relatively tolerable conditions,
augmenting their below-subsistence diet with food bought on the black market with his own
money. The factory compound was declared out of bounds for the SS guards who kept watch

over the sub-camp.
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