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A hedonist and gambler by nature, Schindler soon adopted a profligate lifestyle, carousing
into the small hours of the night, hobnobbing with high ranking SS-officers, and philandering
with beautiful Polish women. Schindler seemed to be no different from other Germans who
had come to Poland as part of the occupation administration and their associates. The only
thing that set him apart from other war-profiteers, was his humane treatment of his workers,
especially the Jews.

Schindler never developed any ideologically motivated resistance against the Nazi regime.
However, his growing revulsion and horror at the senseless brutality of the Nazi persecution
of the helpless Jewish population wrought a curious transformation in the unprincipled
opportunist. Gradually, the egoistic goal of lining his pockets with money took second place
to the all-consuming desire of rescuing as many of his Jews as he could from the clutches of
the Nazi executioners. In the long run, in his efforts to bring his Jewish workers safely through
the war, he was not only prepared to squander all his money but also to put his own life on

line.
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