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Oskar Schindler was born on April 28, 1908 at Zwittau/Moravia (today in the Czech Republic).

His middle—class Catholic family belonged to the German-—speaking community in the
Sudetenland. The young Schindler, who attended German grammar school and studied
engineering, was expected to follow in the footsteps of his father and take charge of the family
farm—machinery plant. Some of Schindler’ s schoolmates and childhood neighbors were Jews,
but with none of them did he develop an intimate or lasting friendship. Like most of the German-—
speaking youths of the Sudetenland, he subscribed to Konrad Henlein’ s Sudeten German Party,
which strongly supported the Nazi Germany and actively strove for the dismemberment of
Czechoslovakia and their annexation to Germany . When the Sudetenland was incorporated into

Nazi Germany in 1938, Schindler became a formal member of the Nazi party.
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