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In October 1944, the situation in Budapest took a turn for the worse. Although the Red Army

was already approaching, the fascist “Arrow Cross” seized power and established a reign of
terror. Jews were being killed in the streets; others were dragged to the Danube river where
they were shot or drowned in the freezing water. The number of Jews with protective papers
quickly rose. Wallenberg used unconventional methods, including bribery and blackmail, in order
to finance and run his huge rescue operation. He soon employed approximately 340 people in
his office. In view of the grave situation, he began to issue protective papers without distinction,
and had 32 buildings protected by Sweden, with 2 hospitals, and a soup kitchen. Wallenberg
together with other legations and international organizations set up the international ghetto,
protected by the neutral countries. Jewish youngsters who looked “Aryan” served as guards;

some of them were especially bold and wore “Arrow Cross” uniforms.
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