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With the establishment of the Arrow Cross rule, Eichmann returned to Budapest on 17
October 1944, and immediately ordered the deportation of the city’s Jews. The protective
letters were declared null and void. After protests by Wallenberg and his colleagues, they
were reinstated, although it should be noted that the Arrow Cross regime had little respect
for documents and legalities. The plan to deport the Jews to the camps was paralyzed for
other reasons — the railway lines were too close to the front. Not wanting to give up, Adolf
Eichmann ordered a "death march" of tens of thousands of persons to the Austrian border.
Wallenberg and representatives of other neutral countries followed the marchers in their
vehicles, and distributed food, clothing and medications. He was able to extricate many Jews
from the death march by claiming that they were his "protected" Jews. He continued to

distribute passes even when the Arrow Cross guards threatened him with their guns.
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