Schindler's most effective tool in this privately conceived rescue campaign was the
privileged status his plant enjoyed as a” business essential to the war effort” as accorded
him by the Military Armaments Inspectorate in occupied Poland.
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This not only qualified him to obtain lucrative military contracts, but also enabled him
to draw on Jewish workers who were under the jurisdiction of the SS.
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When his Jewish employees were threatened with deportation to Auschwitz by the SS,
he could claim exemptions for them, arguing that their removal would seriously hamper
his efforts to keep up production essential to the war effort.
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He did not balk at falsifying the records, listing children, housewives, and lawyers as
expert mechanics and metalworkers, and, in general, covering up as much as he could
for unqualified or temporarily incapacitated workers.
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