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Inlate 1944, Plaszow and all its sub-camps had to be evacuated in face of the Russian advance.
Most of the camp inmates—more than 20,000 men, women, and children—were sent to
extermination camps. On receiving the order to evacuate, Schindler, who had approached the
appropriate section in the Supreme Command of the Army (OKW), managed to obtain
official authorization to continue production in a factory that he and his wife had set up in
Briinnlitz, in their native Sudetenland. The entire work force from Zablocie—to which were
furtively added many new names from the Plaszow camp—was supposed to move to the new
factory site. However, instead of being brought to Brinnlitz, the 800 men—among them 700
Jews— and the 300 women on Schindler’s list were diverted to Gross-Rosen and to Auschwitz,

respectively.
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