Wik

<P >

Wallenberg was born in 1912 to a prominent aristocratic banking family. He studied
architecture in the United States before joining his family’s business. In the early 1940’s he
made several business trips to Nazi occupied countries, including Hungary. This made him
become a witness to Nazi Germany’s policies. Wallenberg arrived in the Hungarian capital on
9 July 1944 with a list of Jews whom he was to help and 650 protective passports for Jews who
had some connection with Sweden. However he soon widened the scope of his work and began
to issue thousands of protective letters and to purchase houses which he put under the
Swedish flag thus making them ex-territorial, and where he housed Jews for extra protection.
The protective letter authorized its holder to travel to Sweden or to any of the other country
Sweden represented. About 4,500 Jews had these papers, which protected them from forced

labor and exempted them from wearing the yellow star.
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