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In the final days of the war, just before the entry of the Russian army into Moravia, Schindler
managed to smuggle himself back into Germany, into Allied-controlled territory. The wartime
industrial tycoon was by now penniless. Jewish relief organizations and groups of survivors
supported him modestly over the years, helping finance his (in the long run, unsuccessful)
emigration to South America. When Schindler visited Israel in 1961, the first of seventeen
visits, he was treated to an overwhelming welcome from 220 enthusiastic survivors. He
continued to live partly in Israel and partly in Germany. After his death on 9 October 1974 in
Hildesheim, Germany, the mournful survivors brought the remains of their rescuer to Israel to
be laid to eternal rest in the Catholic Cemetery of Jerusalem. The inscription on his grave says:
'"The unforgettable rescuer of 1,200 persecuted Jews".

In 1962 a tree was planted in Schindler's honor in the Avenue of the Righteous at Yad Vashem. On
June 24, 1993, Yad Vashem recognized Emilie and Oskar Schindler as Righteous Among the Nations.
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